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July 2009, a group of individuals in Edmonton came together with a plan. They were going to 

build a hackerspace. But, we're not talking about 1995 Hackers bent on unleashing a 

virus or jamming with the console cowboys in cyberspace. We're talking about having a 

physical space where people can collaborate and work on a number of things, both technical 

and non-technical. 

  

 
A view of the main room of ENTS. 
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Although the term hackerspace was dropped, the community behind it has stayed strong. Welcoming people of all different 
sorts of skills and talents to the group, and sharing their knowledge between one another. 

Throughout the past year, the ENTS team has been meeting, collaborating, and building up their space. Their one year 
anniversary was in July, so I caught up with Michael Kulpa of ENTS for a little Q&A about the space. 

When was the official 1-year-anniversary? Have you guys done anything to mark it? Our official anniversary was the 
17th of July, however we celebrated at our meeting in August. We held a full pancake/french-toast breakfast (everything 
thing from scratch, this was also to celebrate our newly completed kitchen) and everybody had a really good time. We had 
a meeting as usual thereafter. 

For those who don't know about ENTS - how would you explain what it is? The Edmonton New Technology Society 
(ENTS) is a non-profit, member-driven organization of technology enthusiasts. ENTS offers members a place to create, 
build, repair and otherwise work on projects. 

Basically we're a community workshop. Our members pay monthly dues, our dues go to paying our rent. We provide as 
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many tools as possible and if we are missing a tool, somebody in the group is almost always able to lend it. 

 
Part of the ENTS Cafe. 
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What sort of things has ENTS accomplished over the past year? Any big projects you're collaborating on? The 
biggest project at ENTS is ENTS itself. When we arrived there was nothing but a factory floor, now we have a workshop, a 
classroom, a lounge, and our workroom. Aside from that, there have been more small projects, computer rebuilds, network 
projects, photography, sewing. Basically whatever is currently on the go for our members, either for work or play. 

 
More Cafe. 



 

 
A shot from the ENTS AGM. 
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How does having something like ENTS in our city help the tech community in Edmonton? It's hard for us to escape 
the confines of the tech community. We are certainly very technical but not all of our members are computer people. Some 
of our most active members have unrelated professions, farmers, welders, anything really. We have something to offer 
almost anybody who does project work, of any type. To answer more directly though, the direct impact to members of 
ENTS has been everything from learning new skills and technologies, landing jobs advertised within our group, building a 
network of peers to consult when having trouble at our day jobs. It's also a great place to make friends that understand 
your programming jokes. A seemingly small but very important thing for many of us. 

How many members do you have? We currently have between 25-40 members. It fluctuates with peoples availability 
(Summer is certainly less busy than winter) 

Who uses the space? Do you rent out space? Aside from our members? We rent three offices out that help supplement 
our rent. Theres a couple tech groups and a student support group. We also rent out our classroom to non-profits and 
other user groups in the city looking for space to hold meetings. These rentals are always free, conditional of the events 
also being free. 

If someone is interested in finding out about ENTS, what should they do? The best source of information can be 
found on our website. ENTS.ca, conversely, prospecting members can maildirectors@ents.ca. We invite people to come 
by a few events before signing up to meet some other members and get a feel for our space. 

What I love about ENTS is that you don't have to be the most tech-savvy person in Edmonton to join up. They have a 
number of great events throughout the month, which you'll find listed on their calendar. Every second Wednesday is a 
Photography night, and the Wednesday's in between they get together to cook dinner and watch a movie. Whether you 
want to knit, work on some photography, or create an app, this society is for you. I look forward to what comes from this 
community in the future now that they mostly have their space set up. 
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